Initiating the following e-mail exchange was the official request via Congressman Lamborn’s website to have multiple members of Colorado’s 5th Congressional District, including members of the media, meet and discuss why multiple meetings through 2007 and 2008 yielded no results in the matter of the Forest Service illegally closing a particular road (FSR371).

From: Dan Wagman
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2009 10:10 AM
To: Gunderson, Abby
Subject: Re: Meeting with Congressman Lamborn
 
Hello Abby,

You did not call the number I provided on your answering service, hence the delay in response. I shall let the involved community know about our meeting on April 13, 2009, at 9am. My initial request for a meeting made it clear that there would be many people attending as this issue impacts our District deeply.

Regarding media presence, it would be in the Congressman’s interest to allow media to be present at the meeting. That way there is little chance of a misquote, although with all of the members of the public present, there is likely a small chance of that occurring. But of course, this issue also impacts members of the media as they live in the District and seek to enjoy our National Forest just as much as the rest of us.

Please respond to this e-mail letting me know that you received it.
 
-- --
Dan Wagman, PhD, CSCS

Mr. Wagman, 
 
I am pleased that the proposed meeting time on April 13th at 9am works for your schedule. I would like to clarify that this proposed meeting will be between you and the Congressman only. In order to have a more constructive dialogue, Congressman Lamborn would like to meet with you one-on-one to discuss the issue at hand. 
 
That you may know, our district office address has changed to 1271 Kelly Johnson Blvd. Suite 110 in Colorado Springs. We look forward to meeting with you about this important issue next month. 
 
Thank you,   
 
Abby Gunderson 
Office of Congressman Doug Lamborn (CO-05)
437 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
202.225.4422 (phone)
202.226.2638 (fax)
abby.gunderson@mail.house.gov
From: Dan Wagman
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2009 8:58 PM
To: Gunderson, Abby
Subject: Re: Meeting with Congressman Lamborn
 
Abby, there are many constituents in the District that want to know why the Congressman has not acted based on the previous meetings I have had with him and the evidence he was presented with. In addition, he requested a hearing on this matter with the Committee on Natural Resources and nothing became of that. There is more evidence now that additional Forest Service Roads have been closed illegally in our National Forest and these constituents feel that it is time to show the Congressman that this is a serious matter and they want to meet with him about this, as opposed to just me again as their “spokesperson.” 

I’m afraid that it is unacceptable to have the Congressman only meet with one of us and therefore request a specific reason thereto, one grounded in law, as to why the Congressman is not willing to meet with more than just one of his constituents. If this is a simple matter of logistics, such as space limitations due to his new office location, then we would certainly understand and in that event request that you provide a maximum number of individuals that the office can comfortably accommodate. Anything short of that will, again, require a reason based on law that limits the number of constituents the Congressman can meet with.

I would appreciate a response by the end of this week.

-- 
Dan Wagman, PhD, CSCS

Mr. Wagman, 
 
The proposed one-on-one meeting between only you and the Congressman is still on the table. Please let me know if you are willing to attend this one-on-one meeting with Congressman Lamborn on April 13th at 9am in our district office. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Abby Gunderson 
Office of Congressman Doug Lamborn (CO-05)
437 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
202.225.4422 (phone)
202.226.2638 (fax)
abby.gunderson@mail.house.gov
From: Dan Wagman
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2009 3:32 PM
To: Gunderson, Abby
Subject: Re: Meeting with Congressman Lamborn
 
Abby, you didn’t address the points of my e-mail. Please do so and note that from the very first e-mail requesting a meeting, it was made clear that there would be several constituents interested in meeting with the Congressman regarding this issue. Again, a one-on-one meeting is not acceptable to us and we request specific reasons as to why the Congressman is not willing to meet with several of his constituents at once.

Once again, we seek to resolve this by the end of the week. 

-- 
Dan Wagman, PhD, CSCS

Mr. Wagman, 
 
We wish to reemphasize that the Congressman would be very happy to meet with you one-on-one about this issue. In addition, he would also be happy to meet with other constituents at the same time, as long as you can guarantee that they are not members of the press. This is simply because including reporters in the meeting has the potential to inhibit conversation. He would prefer to meet with the press, if they are interested on this issue, separately. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Abby Gunderson 
Office of Congressman Doug Lamborn (CO-05)
437 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
202.225.4422 (phone)
202.226.2638 (fax)
abby.gunderson@mail.house.gov
Abby, we’re glad to see that the Congressman has finally agreed to meet with more than just one of his constituents regarding documented instances in which a federal agency has violated federal law in our congressional district. Of course I cannot guarantee that no members of the press will be present, as I will not know everybody’s profession. But what I will do is schedule interviews with the media for AFTER the meeting, while letting them know why this is necessary.
 
We are looking forward to our meeting on 4/13, 9am.

-- 
Dan Wagman, PhD, CSCS
